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MELBOURNE,Sun, AAP — A pilot mis-
sing in Bass Straitreported beingbuzzedby an

unidentified
objectfor a quarterof an hour be-
fore losing radio contactwith Melbourne air

traffic controllers, a Department of Transport
spokesman said today.

said the pilotradioed
air trafficcontrollers

at 7pm yesterdayand
reportedan aircraft
flyingbelowhim at
about 1500m.
Mr Williamssaid the

controllerstold the
pilottherewere no
otherplanesin the
area.
Mr Williamssaid the

controllersreportedno
other aircraft,includ-

ingairforceplanes,in
the area.
He said the pilot

then told controllers

the objectwas longand
metallic,with four
brightlightson the
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be playingwith his
Cessna.

The pilot'slast com-
municationwith
ground controlwas
that he was having
troublewith one en-

gineafterthe object

had hoveredover him
for sometime,but he
was headingtowards
King Island.

Mr Williamssaid the
departmentbelievedit
was possiblethe pilot
was disorientedand
was flyinghis plane
upsidedown during
the conversation with
ground control.


